
THE MESSENGER 
Zion Lutheran Church 

  Sunbury, Pennsylvania 

“Called by faith to share Christ’s Love with all people” 

 

There is a slow but welcome change in the weather these days. The hot and humid temperatures that 

have dominated the last three months are slowly giving way to a new feel in the air. Soon most mornings will 

begin with a cool and invigorating first few steps out the front door. The signs of Autumn are showing up 

around town as well: a few leaves on a tree turning red, fall decorations popping up in people's yards and the 

football season already in full swing. Yep, a new season is coming and with it, as far as I am concerned, a wel-

come change. 

 As a congregation, we celebrated that change on Sunday, September 18th by using the Fall section of the 

Land and Seasons liturgy during our last outdoor service of the year. It was a beautiful morning, and the ser-

vice was very apropos for the adjustments that await us during the next month. In that service, the parable of 

the dishonest manager was read (Luke 16: 1-9). In that passage, Jesus commends the manager, not for being 

dishonest, but for being shrewd, clever, and resourceful in achieving his goals. Jesus’ point: oh, that the 

“children of light” would be that shrewd, clever, and resourceful. 

 These past two and a half years, we have been forced to be resourceful in many ways. We have learned to 

use Zoom for everything from meetings, classes, and participation in an Annual Meeting. We have learned to 

wear masks, life stream worship services, and alter the way we share communion. It has been hard, surprising, 

and thrown us out of our routine, yet we have developed new ways of doing things in order to survive and to 

fulfill our ministry. 

I cannot help but feel that heading into fall, we are again being challenged to find new and resourceful 

ways to share Christ’s love with all people, to gather around God’s word so that we can deepen our faith and 

develop more fully the gifts we have been given as individuals/congregation. In this new season, I look for-

ward, not to going back to normal, but to discover new ways that the Spirit will use us in developing our faith 

and enabling us to reach out to the world. My prayer is that we can do that together by the grace of God.  

                 Peace, 

Annual Congregation Hayride 
Sunday, October 16th 

 Meet us at Ard’s (between Lewisburg & Mifflinburg on Rt. 45) by 

4:45pm. Cost is $6 per person. As Ards’ no longer offers a post 

hayride campfire/hotdog roast, those who wish to can meet 

across the road at the Purple Cow for dinner and ice cream.  
Families and friends are welcome! 

http://pluto.matrix49.com/16145/?subpages/Day%20of%20Service.shtml
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Meetings & Events 
 

Monday, October  3rd                                                                       

 6:30p Worship & Music Meeting 

Tuesday, October  4th      

 6:00p Executive Committee 
 

Thursday, October 6th 

           6:30p Property Committee Meeting 
 

Monday, October 10th 

 COLUMBUS DAY-OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Tuesday, October 11th 

           6:00p Congregation Council 
 

Wednesday, October 12th 

           1:30p Book Club Meeting 
 

Sunday, October 16th 

           3:45p Congregation Hayride at Ards’Farm 
 

Saturday, October 23rd 

           3:00p Susquehanna Valley Chorale Concert 
 

Sunday, October 30th 

           POTLUCK LUNCH following worship: Zion’s Ministry 
 

Tuesday, November 1st 

 6:00p Executive Committee 
 

Thursday, November 3rd 

           6:30p Property Committee 
 

 Monday, November 7th                                                                      

 6:30p Worship & Music Meeting 

Tuesday, November 8th 

           6:00p Congregation Council 
 

Wednesday, November  9th 

           1:30p Book Club Meeting 
 

 

Thursday November 24th & Friday No-

vember 25th  

 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY-OFFICE & 

BUILDING CLOSED 

Now that autumn is here, time to fall back into a 

regular Choir Rehearsal Schedule! 
Wednesday evenings: Handbells at 6:30p,  

Chancel Choir at 7:30p.  

If you have any questions, please 

 contact Jonathan Moser at (570) 412-0127.  

http://www.zionlutheransunbury.com
https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheransunburypa/


Place a poinsettia in memory of / in 

honor of a loved one on the altar on 

Christmas Eve/Christmas Day.   

An envelope is enclosed to make your 

plant reservation. Please have your 

contribution in to  the Church office by  

MONDAY December 5th  

November 6, 2022 
Remembering our members 

who have died this past year, 

giving thanks for their life with 

us, and rejoicing for their new 

lives in Christ.   
 

We will include names of 

significant others in our 

member's lives, who have 

died this year.  

 If you would like to include 

a family member for  

remembrance,    
please call or email the 

church office 

 by Friday, October 28th.  

YOUTH and their friends       

are invited to join us at the     

Congregation Hayride         

on Sunday, Oct 16th, then go 

for food at The Purple Cow to 

discuss /plan for activities.  

  Opportunities to Grow in Faith Together 

After a 2 ½ year hiatus, our Adult Sunday School Class is 
meeting again in the Parlor (located midway between the office and 

the Nave). The class meets Sundays at 8:45 am and is currently dis-
cussing the book “When Thoughts and Prayers Aren’t Enough.” The 

author, Taylor Schumann, describes her faith journey  after being shot 
at work and her evolution on the issue of gun control. One of our ma-
jor goals in the class is to learn how to discuss difficult issues in ways 
that build community and lead to positive solutions. Come see what 

we are up to whether you have a copy of the book or not.  
 

  DURING the 10am Worship service, children in grades K –4th join Miss Ann (Varias) for 
Bible stories and fun! Children leave after the Children’s Sermon and return to the Nave before the 

conclusion of worship.  

  

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study has begun after taking the summer off, and is meeting 
again in Room 203 (second floor by the church office). We meet together at 4:30 pm and after an 
hour or so of study and discussion, we wrap things up and, those who wish to, can stay for a light 
supper.  We are focusing our Fall study on the relationship between the Old and New Testaments 
for us as Christians. Please join us! 

 
 



 

Dear Zion family 
I am writing to you to thank you for your generous contribution to my semi-
nary studies at United Lutheran   Seminary. This scholarship will help me 
afford the *many* books required for classes this year, and also for other 
expenses that come along with being a full time student. I greatly appreci-
ate your assistance with this. 

I also want to express my gratitude for the multitude of prayers, 
greeting cards, and personal gifts that individual members sent to me 
whilst I lived in California. Your care and generosity sustained Grace and 
I in all of the excitement, joys, and challenges of living there. The same 
is true of when we moved back to Pennsylvania. It is a joy to be able to 
see you all again when possible, and to be greeted with such warmth. 

Though this will be a busy year, full of new possibilities, I look forward to 
worshipping and visiting with you all as often as I can. Thank you again 
for your support, in every way. 

     

   Herrold, Jr 

Seven children are  

preparing to take  

communion for the very 

first time in October.  
 

With help from their par-

ents/grandparents, these 

children learned about 

this special meal and 

how it unites us together 

as a family of faith.  
  

October 16th and 23rd, 

listen for the names of 

those having their 1st 

communion and wel-

come them to our Lord’s 

table following worship.  

Following worship on Reformation Sunday, October 30th, 

join us for an old-fashioned Potluck Lunch in the Social Hall. 

You are asked to bring a side dish, salad or dessert to share.  

Zion will provide pulled chicken sandwiches  and beverages.  

We will be discussing the ministry of our church and ways to use 

our unique gifts to participate n God’s work here at Zion. 

Please join us for worship, lunch and crucial discussion on this  

important day in  our church history. 

Sept. 11th, God’s Work, Our Hands: aka Day of Service 
Although the rain kept us from worshipping outside, we had a wonderful experience in the Nave and a lunch-
eon  in the social hall. It is nice to have some fellowship events again after 2 ½ years of the pandemic. Yet, 
this Sunday was not about being together but being about God’s work within our community.                          
In that vein, we - 

 hosted a fellowship “Tea” at Chestnut Towers,           
 visited with nine of our homebound members while de-

livering lunch.    
 assembled 5 boxes of supplies for the teachers at 

Shikellamy Elementary School    
 collected items for 25+ school kits for children around 

the world     
 handed out personal care items during the Takery 

(Sunbury Together) monthly event)    
 continue to collect Seafarers bags for those at sea 

(Seafarers International House) 



Fall Meeting Dates/Selections: 1:30pm in the PARLOR 

October 12th- American Dirt  by Jeanine Cummins  

November 9th- The Day the World Came to Town  

                                        by Jim DeFede    

December 14th- The Christmas Bookshop    

                                   by Jenny Colgan 

October 27 

 Lenny Deppen 
October 28 

 Cindy Russell 

 Rick Shoch 
October 31 

 Julia Demchak 

New Members are always welcome!  

October 2 

 Kenneth Heim 
October 3 

 Linda Everitt 
October 4 

 Jennifer Isenberg 

 Julie Fetter 
October 5 

 Ann Bidelspach 

 Barrie Wirth 
October 6 

 Susan E. Kerstetter 
October 7 

 Eileen Fangmann 

 Adalynn Stewart 
October 8 

 John Angstadt 
October 9 

 Lydia Mace 
October 10 

 Sam Deitrick 

Darvin Feger  
October 11 

 Milah Calderon 

 Jenna Fisher 

 Bob Zimmerman 
October 12 

Brandon Bidelspach 

 Hilary Cook 
October 13 

 Maxton Mielke 
October 14 

 Dale Jarrett 

 Natalie Shoch 
October 15 

 Diane Fasold 

 Sharon Gass 
October 16 

 Talle Troupe 
October 17 

 Kahla Snyder 
October 19 

 Brad Deppen 
October 20 

 Judy Hoover 

 Kenzie Sands 

 Todd Snyder 
October 22 

 Lily Pincoskie 
October 25 

      Pastor Rich 
October 26 

Zachary Torrens 

November 1 

 Luther Betsker 

     John Conrad 
November 5 

 Abby Higley 
November 7 

 Mary Beaver 

 Alicia Kucik 

 Melissa Phillips 

 Nikolas Troupe 
November 8 

 Elizabeth Geiser 
November 10 

 Linda Lytle 
November 13 

 Lystra Beck 

 Susan Trometter 

 Lisa Walter 
November 14 

 Kathy Knoebel 

 Julie Ranck 

November 15 

 Riley Hunt 

 Robert Walter 
November 16 

 Isla Mielke 

 Robert Murphy 
November 17 

 Seth Burk 

 Barry Conrad 

 Jenna Erdman 

 Lindsay Gunn 

 Troy Zimmerman 
November 20 

 Joshua Phillips 
November 21 

 John Auten, Jr. 

 Tom Sands, II 
November 23 

 Cole Campbell 

 Dave Hummel 
November 25 

 Alex Geiser 
November 26 

 Ryan Brouse 
November 27 

  Kerry Trometter 
November 30 

 Robert Neitz 

Zion’s Book Club 
had great weather, great 

food and a great discussion 

on The Lincoln Highway in a 

beautiful setting– Shikellamy 

Marina for their picnic/outing  

in September!  
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Just a few pictures from September 17th of Presiding 

Bishop Eaton and our own USS Bishop Miller.                     

More pictures are available to see on the bulletin board 

in the Nave. Thank you to all within our congregation 

who worked tirelessly to host such an event!               

Your efforts are greatly appreciated!   


